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" the Roman."    Young Jalal must have been
a child prodigy if we are to believe the many
wonderful  stories   of   his   early days.     At   six
years of age he is said to have seen visions,
taught his playmates philosophy, and performed
many marvellous feats, such as flying into the
celestial regions.    On  the death  of his  father
Jalal   took   the   professorial   chair.    He   also
founded an order of Dervishes known as Maulavis,
where he authorised music and religious dance.
When asked why he introduced singing and dance
at a funeral,  such practice being  contrary to
custom,   Jalal   replied:     "When   the   human
spirit, after years of imprisonment in the cage
and dungeon of the body, is at length set free,
and wings its flight to the  Source  whence it
came,   is   not   this   an  occasion  for rejoicings, .
thanks, and dancing ? "    Jalal was an indomit-
able optimist.    In his sayings,  and still more
in his poetry, we find an almost untrammelled
ecstasy.    The religious dances, known as Biza
Kuli,   may  in   some   way  account  for   JalaFa
occasional lack of care displayed in his poetry,
and also for the outbursts not far removed from
insanity.    We are informed by Daulat Shah that
" There was a pillar in the Maulavf s house, and
when he was drowned in the ocean of Love he
used to take hold of that pillar and set himself
turning round it."    It was while turning round
the pillar that he not infrequently dictated much